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They are those who truly love the people of Israel, those whose
spirit thirsts for salvation from Hashem and for the building of
the land of Israel.

They tend to kindness for all and they judge all sinners
favorably, even the greatest heretics and willful rebels, because
they see in the sincerity of their own spirit the spark of goodness
that is hidden in every spirit—and, how much more, in the
spirits of Israel, and most of all in the spirit of those who wave
the banner of love for the nation overall. And these righteous

people tend to goodness and uprightness, which are very
meritorious.
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Ahavat Yisrael Due to Each Person’s Uniqueness

These two poles of self-identification create two different modes of
ahavat Yisrael. As we have seen, on the root level, a Jew's love for his
fellow is a form of loving oneself based on the merging of all individu-
als into a single entity. Simultaneously, though, in our revealed reality,
each person must also view himself and others as unique and harness
the uniqueness of the other as a basis for ahavat Yisrael. For example,
in one talk, after the Rebbe reviewed the perspective of all Jews being
a “single entity,” he then continued:

When the Alter Rebbe explains the concept of ahavat Yisrael, he
does not suffice with saying, “Since they are all of a kind and all
have one Father, therefore, all Jews are called real brothers by ENG AG I NG
virtue of the source of their souls in the One God.” Instead, he
prefaces it with: “[Regarding] the soul and spirit, who can know

[each of ] their greatness...and source in the living God.” This
means that one needs to love each Jew [also] due to each one’s T H E
superlativeness as an individual **
All Jews contain unique “individual capacities” and should be loved not
only because of the essence of their souls that is one and the same with E S S ENC E
all Jews, but also due to their unique virtues as individuals.
Elsewhere, the Rebbe identified the sin of Korah as neglecting

to appreciate the unique talents and roles of each individual. In his ini- THE TORAH PHILOSOPHY
tial contentious encounter with Moses, Korah argued: “You take too

much upon yourselves, for the entire congregation are all holy, and the OF THE

Lord is in their midst.

LUBAVITCHER REBBE

Abhavat Yisrael and Love of God Yosef BI'OI'lStein

As alluded to above, the indivisible nature of the Jewish people is not
an arbitrary belief but rather conceptually flows from Chabad’s defini-
tion of the Jewish soul. As the Alter Rebbe wrote in the beginning of
Tanya, each Jewish soul is “literally a part of God,” an idea that the Rebbe
developed at great length by associating the yehida of a person with the
Divine Essence.?’ Thus, the utter simplicity of the Divine Essence leads
to the utter unity of the single Jewish soul.

This association helps illuminate how the Rebbe related the cat-
egories of ahavat Yisrael and ahavat Hashem to one another. He construed
loving another Jew as a form of loving the One God, who permeates
every Jew and unites the two seemingly distinct individuals. In his ethi-
cal calendar, HaYom Yom, the Rebbe succinctly summarized the manner
in which ahavat Yisrael and ahavat Hashem are intertwined:

The Alter Rebbe repeated what the Maggid of Mezritch said
quoting the Baal Shem Tov: “Love your fellow as yourself” is
an interpretation of and commentary on “Love the Lord your
God.” He who loves his fellow Jew loves God, because the Jew
has within himself a “part of God above.” Therefore, when one
loves a Jew — [the Jew’s] inner self — one loves God.”*

This idea was so central to the Rebbe’s thought that he underscored its sig-
nificance as part of his mission statement in 1951, emphatically stating: “The
three loves — love of God, love of Torah, and love of one’s fellow — are one.
One cannot differentiate between them, for they are of a single essence*



